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Always wanted to speak Arabic?
This PDF is great for writing practice. But, if you want to speak, you’ll want a resource 
that’s designed to get you speaking — our special conversational lessons. So access our 
FREE ArabicPod101 lessons and start speaking in the next few minutes. 

Click here for FREE lessons

https://www.ArabicPod101.com?src=pdf_writingworkbook_Alphabet
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Start speaking Arabic from the very first lesson! Click here to sign up for a Free Lifetime Account at ArabicPod101.com!

ا النالما

ب بالبالب

ت تالتالت

ث ثالثالث

ج جالجالج

ح حالحالح

خ خالخالخ

د دالدالد

ذ ذالذالذ

ر رالرالر

1. Arabic Characters
Isolated Initial Medial Final

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
https://goo.gl/M6AFpY


COPYRIGHT © 2018 INNOVATIVE LANGUAGE LEARNING. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

2

Start speaking Arabic from the very first lesson! Click here to sign up for a Free Lifetime Account at ArabicPod101.com!

ز زالزالز

س سالسالس

ش شالشالش

ص صالصالص

ض ضالضالض

ط طالطالط

ظ ظالظالظ

ع عالعالع

غ غالغالغ

ف فالفالف

Isolated Initial Medial Final

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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Start speaking Arabic from the very first lesson! Click here to sign up for a Free Lifetime Account at ArabicPod101.com!

ق قالقالق

ك كالكالك

ل لدنلرلل

م مالمالم

ن نالنالن

ه هالهاله

و والوالو

ي ياليالي

َ

ِ
* Blank spaces represent letter forms that don't exist in Arabic.

Isolated Initial Medial Final
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Start speaking Arabic from the very first lesson! Click here to sign up for a Free Lifetime Account at ArabicPod101.com!

ُ

ء

ال

أ أننألمأ

ئ ئالئالئ

ؤ ؤالؤالؤ

ى لى

ة لة

* Blank spaces represent letter forms that don't exist in Arabic.

Isolated Initial Medial Final
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Start speaking Arabic from the very first lesson! Click here to sign up for a Free Lifetime Account at ArabicPod101.com!

2. Pronunciation Key
2-1. Isolated Forms + Romanization + Character Name + Pronunciation

ا alif

ā At the beginning of a word, the letter alif assimilates the sound of the vowel immediately 
before or after it. /a/, /i/, /u/. In the middle of a word, the letter alif makes the sound /aː/. 
The exact sound of alif depends on the letters around it. When immediately following a Haa’, 
Saad, Daad, Taa’, DHaa’, or qaaf, the letter alif makes the sound [ɑ] like the ‘a’ in father. 
Regional variations can also change this vowel: [ɑ],[a],[æ],[e].

ب baa’

b
Like the ‘b’ in ‘boy’: /b/

ت taa’

t
Like the ‘t’ in ’stop’: /t/

ث thaa’

ṯ
Like the ‘th’ in ‘three’. /θ/

ج jiim

j/ǧ This letter has some regional variation. 
Qu’raanic Arabic uses the hard ‘j’ sound in ‘jump’. /dʒ/ 
Egyptianvns use the hard ‘g’ sound in ‘go’. /g/ 
Most other varieties use the soft ‘j’ sound like the ’s’ in measure. /ʒ/

ح Haa’

ḥ
This sound does not exist in English. 
It is a voiceless pharyngeal fricative: /ħ/ 
It is a hard ‘h’ sound produced by tightening the muscles in your throat.

خ khaa’

ḫ This sound does not exist in English.
 It is a voiceless velar fricative: /x/ 
It is a rolling ‘k’ sound produced in the back of the mouth. 
It is pronounced like the ‘ch’ in the German pronunciation of ‘Bach’

د daal

d
Like the ‘d’ in ‘dart’. /d/

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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ذ dhaa

ḏ
Like the ‘th’ in ‘this, that, and there’. /ð/

ر raa’

r This is a flap, like the ‘t’s in ‘I’ve gotta go’. /ɾ/. 
When doubled, the raa’ takes on the rolling ‘r’ in the Spɑnish word ‘perro’. /r/ 
Some regional variations, in some contexts, will pronounce the raa’ as the American English 
‘r’. /ɹ/

ز zayn

z
Like the ‘z’ in ‘zebra’. /z/

س siin

s
Like the ’s’ in ‘house’. /s/

ش shiin

š
Like the ’sh’ in ‘English’. /ʃ/

ص Saad

ṣ
This sound does not exist in English. 
It is a pharyngealized ’s’ sound: /sˤ/ 
It is pronounced like an ’s’ but with the back of the tongue pulled back towards the throat.

ض Daad

ḍ
This sound does not exist in English. 
It is a pharyngealized ‘d’ sound: /dˤ/ 
It is pronounced like a ‘d’ but with the back of the tongue pulled back towards the throat.

ط Taa’

ṭ
This sound does not exist in English. 
It is a pharyngealized ‘t’ sound: /tˤ/ 
It is pronounced like a ‘t’ but with the back of the tongue pulled back towards the throat.

2-2. Isolated Forms + Romanization + Character Name + Pronunciation

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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ظ
DHaa’

ẓ This sound does not exist in English. 
In some regions it is a pharyngealized version of dhaal: /ðˤ/ 
In some regions it is a pharyngealized ‘z’ sound: /zˤ/ 
It is pronounced with the back of the tongue pulled back towards the throat.

ع cayn
ʿ This sound does not exist in English.

 It is a voiced pharyngeal approximant: /ʕ/ 
It is pronounced like the ‘a’ in ‘cat’, but with the throat constricted as in Haa’.

غ ghayn

ġ This sound does not exist in English. 
It is a voiced velar fricative: /ɣ/ 
It is a rolling ‘g’ sound produced in the back of the mouth. 
Regional variations often pronounce it like the ‘r’ in the French pronunciation of ‘Paris’

ف faa’

f
Like the ‘f’ in ‘feather’. /f/

ق qaaf

q
Like the ‘c’ in ‘cough’. /q/ 
The ‘k’ sound is produced with the back of the tongue touching the soft palate.

ك kaaf

k
Like the ‘k’ in ‘kiss’. /k/ 
The ‘k’ sound is produced with the middle of the tongue touching the hard palate.

ل laam

l
Like the ‘l’ in ‘like’. /l/ 
Don’t curl the tip of the tongue back. 
Only in the word الله , laam sounds like the ‘l’ in ‘all’. /ɭ /

م miim

m
Like the ‘m’ in ‘mountain’. /m/

2-3. Isolated Forms + Romanization + Character Name + Pronunciation

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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ن nuun

n
Like the ‘n’ in ‘nuts’. /n/

ه haa’

h
Like the ‘h’ in ‘horse’. /h/

و waaw

w/ū If there is a vowel immediately following, then the letter waaw sounds like 
the ‘w’ in ‘water’. /w/ 
If there is no vowel immediately following, then the letter waaw sounds like 
the ‘oo’ in ‘noon’. /uː/

If there is a vowel immediately following, then the letter yaa’ sounds like the ‘y’ in ‘yes’. /j/ 
If there is no vowel immediately following, then the letter yaa’ sounds like the ‘ee’ in ‘jeep’. /iː/ي yaa’

y/ ī

َ fatHa

a
/a/ : [ɑ],[a],[æ],[e]. depending on regional variation and the surrounding letters.

ِ kasra

i

/i/ : [i],[ɪ], depending on regional variation and the surrounding letters.

ُ
Damma

u
/u/

ء Hamzaʾ Like the glottal stop in the middle of ‘uh-oh’. /ʔ/

2-4. Isolated Forms + Romanization + Character Name + Pronunciation

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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Start speaking Arabic from the very first lesson! Click here to sign up for a Free Lifetime Account at ArabicPod101.com!

ء Hamzaʾ Like the glottal stop in the middle of ‘uh-oh’. /ʔ/

ال
al- When a word begins with a Moon letter, the definite article is pronounced as spelled: al- 

But, when a word begins with a Sun letter, (one that uses the tip of the tongue), the definite 
article assimilates the sound of the Sun letter. i.e. at-tayaara instead of al-tayaara. 
We will indicate this assimilation in our romanization.

أ
ʾ A glottal stop. This form is used with prededed by an “a” sound.

ʾئ A glottal stop. This form is used with prededed by an “i” sound.

ʾؤ A glottal stop. This form is used with prededed by an “u” sound.

ى
ā

Pronounced just like the alif. /a/

This letter is pronounced as a “t” when it has one of the vowelling signs a(fatHa)/ i(kasra)/ 
u(Damma) on it. Otherwise, it is pronounced as an “h”. 
Also if it is the final letter in the final word in a sentence, it is pronounced as an “h”.ة

h/t

2-5. Isolated Forms + Romanization + Character Name + Pronunciation

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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مانالالا

مانالالا

مانالالا

لبلباباب

لبلباباب

لبلباباب

لتلتاتات

لتلتاتات

لتلتاتات

لثلثاثاث

لثلثاثاث

لثلثاثاث

لجلجاجاج

لجلجاجاج

لجلجاجاج

3. Character Practice
3-1. From right to left: isolated form, initial form, medial form, final form

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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لحلحاحاح

لحلحاحاح

لحلحاحاح

لخلخاخاخ

لخلخاخاخ

لخلخاخاخ

لدلداداد

لدلداداد

لدلداداد

لذلذاذاذ

لذلذاذاذ

لذلذاذاذ

لرلرارار

لرلرارار

لرلرارار

3-2. From right to left: isolated form, initial form, medial form, final form

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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لزلزازاز

لزلزازاز

لزلزازاز

لسلساساس

لسلساساس

لسلساساس

لشلشاشاش

لشلشاشاش

لشلشاشاش

لصلصاصاص

لصلصاصاص

لصلصاصاص

لضلضاضاض

لضلضاضاض

لضلضاضاض

3-3. From right to left: isolated form, initial form, medial form, final form

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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لطلطاطاط

لطلطاطاط

لطلطاطاط

لظلظاظاظ

لظلظاظاظ

لظلظاظاظ

لعلعاعاع

لعلعاعاع

لعلعاعاع

لغلغاغاغ

لغلغاغاغ

لغلغاغاغ

لفلفافاف

لفلفافاف

لفلفافاف

3-4. From right to left: isolated form, initial form, medial form, final form

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
https://goo.gl/M6AFpY


COPYRIGHT © 2018 INNOVATIVE LANGUAGE LEARNING. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.

14

Start speaking Arabic from the very first lesson! Click here to sign up for a Free Lifetime Account at ArabicPod101.com!

لقلقاقاق

لقلقاقاق

لقلقاقاق

لكلكاكاك

لكلكاكاك

لكلكاكاك

للنلرلدل

للنلرلدل

للنلرلدل

لملمامام

لملمامام

لملمامام

لنلنانان

لنلنانان

لنلنانان

3-5. From right to left: isolated form, initial form, medial form, final form

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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لهلهاهاه

لهلهاهاه

لهلهاهاه

لولواواو

لولواواو

لولواواو

ليلياياي

ليلياياي

ليلياياي

ََََ

ََََ

ََََ

ِِِِ

ِِ ِ ِ

ِِِِ

3-6. From right to left: isolated form, initial form, medial form, final form

*Rows with singular characters represent isolated forms only.

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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ُُُُ

ُُ ُ ُ

ُُ ُ ُ

ءء ء ء

ءء ء ء

ءء ء ء

الال ال ال

الال ال ال

الال ال ال

مأنألأنأ

مأنألأنأ

مأنألأنأ

لئلئائائ

لئلئائائ

لئلئائائ

*Rows with singular characters represent isolated forms only.

3-7. From right to left: isolated form, initial form, medial form, final form

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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لؤلؤاؤاؤ
لؤلؤاؤاؤ

لؤلؤاؤاؤ

لىىلىى لىى

لةةلةةلةة

*Rows with 2 characters represent isolated and final forms only.

3-8. From right to left: isolated form, initial form, medial form, final form

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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meaning research in Arabic (baḥṯ) بحث .1

بحث بحث بحث بحث

meaning salt in Arabic (malḥ) ملح .2

ملح ملح ملح ملح

meaning when in Arabic (matā) متى .3

متى متى متى متى

meaning wood in Arabic (ḫašab) خشب .4

خشب خشب خشب خشب

meaning price in Arabic (ṯaman) ثمن .5

ثمن ثمن ثمن ثمن

4. Arabic Words

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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meaning camel in Arabic (ǧamal) جمل .6

جمل جمل جمل جمل

meaning Egypt in Arabic (maṣr) مصر .7

مصر مصر مصر مصر

meaning sight in Arabic (naẓar) نظر .8

نظر نظر نظر نظر

meaning rain in Arabic (maṭar) مطر .9

مطر مطر مطر مطر

meaning snow in Arabic (ṯalǧ) ثلج .10

ثلج ثلج ثلج ثلج

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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5-1. How do you say and write research in Arabic?

5-2. How do you say and write salt in Arabic?

5-3. How do you say and write when in Arabic?

5-4. How do you say and write wood in Arabic?

5-5. How do you say and write price in Arabic?

5. Arabic Words Quiz

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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5-6. How do you say and write camel in Arabic?

5-7. How do you say and write Egypt in Arabic?

5-8. How do you say and write sight in Arabic?

5-9. How do you say and write rain in Arabic?

5-10. How do you say and write snow in Arabic?

https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
https://goo.gl/M6AFpY
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